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A Message from your Society President 
Adverse challenges either strengthen or weaken individuals as well as  
institutions. This past year the challenges came in the form of the COVID  
epidemic and the spread of mold in the museum's basement.  
 
COVID compelled the Board of Trustees to temporarily  
close the museum to by-appointment only.  Several Board  
members used Zoom to attend Board meetings.  
The Society's annual meeting in 2020 was canceled.  
A meeting in 2021 therefore was imperative. inability to reach a quorum  
in August necessitated an emergency meeting in September. A bare quorum  
was met which enabled the Society to approve allocation of $150,000 for a lift and two handicapped 
bathrooms. Construction of the lift will require an easement for the use of town property. As a 
quorum is essential at annual meetings, members will be asked to approve proxy or mail-in voting.  
 
The spread of mold in the basement constituted another challenge as it endangered public health and 
posed a potential legal liability. In view of the seriousness of the problem, the Board of Trustees 
approved an emergency allocation of $50,000 to remove the mold and clean the basement. This 
herculean task is scheduled for completion by the end of the year. Terry Dun needs to be credited 
with the prompt resolution of this problem.  
 
Despite COVID, Reba-Jean Shaw-Pichette, our curator, and her daughter, Piper, had a well-attended 
program on local indigenous peoples. The above adverse challenges have strengthened the Society so 
it can meet the challenges of 2022. I close this message with a special thanks to the volunteers and to 
those who made donations to the museum. Have a healthy and prosperous New Year. 

Sincerely,   
Dr. Jerry Hoyt, President 

 

THE SHELBURNE MESSENGER 

Left to Right: Cara Finch, Clare Green with visitors at Indigenous Peoples’ Celebration, Marisca Pichette at August Annual Meeting.  
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Our first public event in two years was an 
overwhelming success. We were on the front 
page in the Recorder as well as radio spots 
and television coverage. All eight main hall 
windows had their slide enlargements and 
new shades in place. Our visitor register for 
the day shows six full pages of people who 
came through the museum during the event 
(and were willing to wait in line to sign the 
book). People were respectful with their 
mask wearing and we received over $200 in 
donations or purchases relevant to the day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Piper Pichette (Abenaki-Wendat) worked as 
Ambassador on the lawns with vendors and 
the public, while volunteers joined Jerry 
upstairs and Reba-Jean in the main hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The presenters who were represented on site 
included Jennifer Lee (co-founder of 
Nolumbeka, Narragansett-Pequot basket weaver 
and reenactor), Larry Spotted Crow Mann 
(Oketeau director, Nipmuc author), 

A Reporting on our Big Event of 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rhonda Anderson (Oketeau co-director, 
Massachusetts Commissioner for Indian 
Affairs), Amalia Four Hawks (Apache Elder, 
Fire Hawk Studio beadwork artisan), Clare 
Green (Lakota author, reenactor of the Warwick 
Historical Society), Cara Finch (Abenaki-
Wendat visual artist, Bowman reenactor), and 
Visioning B.E.A.R. Intertribal Coalition 
with Grandmother Strong Oak Lefebvre 
(Maliseet-Mi'kmaq) and Mary Wheelan 
(Singer-songwriter, Frontier Community 
Access Television).  
 
Our regular exhibits were enhanced for the 
day with an enlargement to our regular 
Amerindian Exhibit including maps and 
multilingual signs, a temporary exhibit on  
stone age tools,  
and Amerindian  
souvenirs  
from the  
Mohawk Trail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(continued –  
Indigenous Peoples) 
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Out of the Shadows:  
S.H.S. is Expanding! 
What follows is a selection of excerpts 
from the Mt. Massaemet Shadows over the 
years.  
 
June 26, 1974 from Board of Directors: 
“Our first meeting at Arms Academy was held 
on June 12 (…) The next ‘News Release’ will 
include (…) further information of the progress 
of the Building Committee” 
 
April 1975 from Chairman Wallace Trumper: 
“The basement hot and cold water were made 
available so that the woodwork could be 
washed” 
 
July 1982 from President John W. Hoyt: 
“A possible project for the coming year is 
consideration of the renovation of the basement 
for improved display purposes and storage 
space.” 
 
October 1982 from the same: 
“It has been suggested that a Military Room be 
established and this is to be given consideration 
when the basement is renovated.” 
  
The common theme in these excerpts 
cannot be missed. From the beginning, the 
Society had hopes to renovate and expand 
into the basement of Arms Academy. We 
are happy to announce that this dream is 
finally being realized!  
 
In December, the Board contracted for 
mold abatement, deconstruction of the 
Girls’ bathroom and adjoining wood walls, 
as well as professional cleaning to allow us 
to proceed with the planned expansion. 
The curator and deaccession committee 
met in the basement prior to the work 
beginning to carefully record all artifacts 
being handled by the contractors, as well  
 

(continued – Out of the Shadows) 
 

(Indigenous Peoples – continued)  
 
Tastings included "blue corn drink", freshly 
made white pine needle tea, and a souvenir 
native foods recipe book. Interactive exhibits 
used a mortar and pestle for grinding corn, 
Amerindian herbals of the region, and “take-
and-make” recycled projects creating Native 
finger weaving and gourd medicine bags. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We want to keep this event free to the public 
and it expects to grow as a fundraiser similar 
to the PVMA’s Old Deerfield Craft Fair. We 
have already been contacted with requests to 
join the event by Helen Willow Wind (Native 
American Style Flute teacher, New England 
artisan), Kerri Helme (Mashpee-Wampanoag 
cornhusk-doll crafter), as well as Carol and 
Michael Nobel-Klein (spoken historians, 
folklore performers of Talking Across the 
Lines). Following the news coverage, 
homeschool pods and Charlemont Academy 
students visited the native exhibits. Study of 
native Amerindians is in the required 
curriculum of Massachusetts!  
 
Two students also visited with the aim of 
creating one of our "young curator" exhibits. 
Our first recipient will be announced in 
January. It was an honor to present this 
inaugural event celebrating our local 
Indigenous history at Salmon Falls.  
 
Reba-Jean Shaw-Pichette, Curator 
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(Out of the Shadows – continued) 
 
as clearly marking rubbish for removal (broken 
mannequins, outdated window screens, etc).   
 
The Maple Street side of the basement, slated to 
house the accessibility lift, will host an 
interactive exhibit of household chores as well as 
some of the historic business signs from Bridge 
Street.  

The Severence Street side will be the welcoming 
area for school groups, utilizing all of the 
original coat hooks. It will have a town office 
exhibit including an interactive Post Office, our 
historic voting booth, and tables for group 
orientations. The Mohawk Trail Mural will be 
exhibited in this room with a nod to Post Office 
and Town Hall murals throughout the country.  

The area that had been the Girls’ bathroom will 
be maintenance equipment and will not house 
any exhibit.  

The large room that spans the ballfield side will 
house an Agricultural exhibit of large 
implements, as well as a small Sweetheart 
Tearoom.  

The center room on the Church Street side is 
planned with a Homefront and Cold War 
exhibit.  

In 1982, a military room had been suggested for 
the basement. This has since been created on the 
second floor of the museum. The four windows 
of that room will soon be adorned by the large 
window slides, created from glass   negatives 
and archive photographs, to represent 
Shelburne’s Military service history.  

I hope that you are as excited about our future 
as I am. Our program calendar for 2022 will be 
in the next newsletter. Plan for an April event 
and Annual meeting. 

Respectfully,  

Reba-Jean Shaw-Pichette, Curator 

Find us on Facebook & 
follow us on Instagram!  

#shelburnehistorical 
@shelburnehistorical 

P. O. Box # 86 
Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts, 01370 

shelburnehistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

For information or appointments: 

(413) 625-6150 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We look forward to speaking with you soon! 

The SHS 1963 Motto: 
“Keep the Heritage Candles Burning!”

Shelburne Historical Society 

If you would like to share a Shelburne story 
in our Shelburne Messenger,  

email us at 

 shelburnehistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

T
w

o generations try ringing the operator 
on our interactive dial phones 


