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Please Don’t Miss our Annual Meeting! 
Sunday, April 24th at 1pm,  
Buckland-Shelburne Community Center,  
corner of Church & Main, Shelburne Falls.  

This is our first luncheon  
(rather than supper) and  
we are hoping it will be  
well attended as there are  
important articles for voting. 
The short business meeting 
will be followed by a history 
program and an award  
presentation to our first  
Junior Curator 2022!  

Membership Dues may be paid at the event upon arrival!  

A Message from your Society President 
Spring brings forth a renewal of life and with it a warm surge of optimism. Such also is 

the case with our society and museum. Regular hours have returned. Programs for the public 
have been planned and scheduled for the forthcoming year. An increasing number of 
artifacts have been catalogued and entered into our computer. This, in turn, has enhanced 
our offerings in our website.  

A program of attracting our membership to help in the museum has been initiated. 
Increased material and monetary donations suggest interest and support for the museum. 
Cleaning and painting of the basement has  
expanded space for exhibits and  
educational activities.  

As a result, hope springs eternal for  
the museum and our society. 

Sincerely,    
Dr. Jerry Hoyt, President 
       

THE SHELBURNE MESSENGER 

Caterer: Tim Slowinski 

Menu: Chicken Marsala, Wild & White 
Rice, Carrots, Garlic Broccoli,            
Green Salad, Lemon Raspberry Mousse,     
Coffee, Tea, Water.  

Price: $15 for paid members, $20 for non-
members (to allay cost of $27 per plate to 
the Society) 

 

 If you would like to share a Shelburne story in our 
Shelburne Messenger,  

email us at 

 shelburnehistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

RSVP farmerprudy@hotmail.com by April 10th !
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This year, the Arms Academy Alumni will 
celebrate their all-classes’ reunion which 
had been postponed due to the pandemic. 
In preparation, we wanted an in-depth 
historical label for the portrait of Ira Arms. 
For this, we have turned to the 1889 
Academy Hall program for the portrait’s 
unveiling event. Ira Arms served as an 
officer in the war of 1812. He lived from 
May 13, 1783 to September 9, 1859. An 
excerpt of the “Sketch of Ira Arms” given by 
Principal Tupper appears here.  

That marble monument [in Arms 
Cemetery] beneath the stately 
evergreen trees is not the only memorial 
of Ira Arms. The list of his benevolences 
will indicate…the value of such a 
townsman to his town. Here is the list, 
more honorable than many a record of 
conquest by land or sea: 
To Arms Academy, $20,000. (*$620,00) 
To the Congregational Society, $5,000. 
To the Congregational Church, $500. 
As a fund for beautifying the cemetery, 
$1,000. *(Note the $1 then = $31 today!) 
As an endowment for a library, $5,000.  
 …better than monumental shaft or 
tablet of bronze are those magnificent 
monuments found in public 
benefactions. The Cemetery, the 
Church, the Library, the Academy are 
in themselves grand monuments to Ira 
Arms. But he has memorials nobler 
even than these. His best and truest 
monument is in the good that has 
arisen from his generosity…and to 
which this Academy has ever been 
devoted. 
 
I might speak of the meaning of an 
academy to a town; of those liberal arts that 
tend towards culture (as Cicero says) and 
all of which are “bound together by a kind 
of relationship”; I might speak of those 
“studies which are the food of youth, the 

 

delight of old age, the ornament of 
prosperity, the refuge and solace of 
adversity”…but time forbids.  
 
In vain we attempt to do full justice to the 
memory of our benefactor, whether by 
marble bust or speaking portrait, by 
mortuary tablet, by prose or verse. Yet it 
is certainly appropriate that the 
founder’s picture should adorn the hall he 
gave, and it seems not inappropriate that 
a few lines of verse should honor his 
memory. … 
 
TO THE FOUNDER OF ARMS ACADEMY.  
Founder of this stately hall,  
Honored shall thy memory be,  
Long as Deerfield’s waters fall,  
Rushing onward to the sea.  

… 
Hence shall come, as ages go,  
Poet, Hero, Statesman, Sage,  
Preacher, Jurist, Crime’s stern foe, 
To adorn a golden age. 
 
Hence shall come, as ages go,  
Men like Lincoln, fearless, pure,  
Men whom later years shall know,  
Men whose fame shall e’er endure.  
   
Women, too, shall honor bring,  
To these Academic halls,  
By their noble minist’ring 
When the voice of duty calls.  
  … 
Man, the intellectual king,  
Woman, intellectual queen,  
Such an age to Earth shall bring 
As before hath ne’er been seen.  
  … 
“Life is short, but art is long,” 
So the poets oft have said,  
But the generous live in song 
When the spark of life hath fled. 

 
- FREDERIC ALLISON TUPPER 

Out of the Shadows: Unveiling Ira Arms 
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Our 2022 Season 
Calendar of Events 

Open hours for the museum weekly April 5th 
through November 22nd, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 1-4. May 8th through October 23rd, 
every other Sunday 1-4.   
December through February museum hours by 
appointment only.  
 
April 24, 1pm: Annual Meeting and Luncheon 
(details on page 1). Please come to vote! 
 
May 8, 1pm: Mother’s Day, Sweetheart Tea 
with servings at 1pm, 2pm, and 3pm. This 
popular event returns with free tea and 
dainties. There will be corsages for moms of all 
kinds and a ‘global kindness’ heart making 
craft. This will be a garden event if the weather 
permits, and garden hats are encouraged.  
 
June 19, 1pm: Juneteenth and Father’s Day, 
Growing our Cheese in Shelburne. Interactive 
program focused on local dairies and cheese 
making. Make farmer’s cheese with us! 
June 25, Arms Alumni Day Parade on Bridge 
Street, Ice cream social & SFMB concert at the 
Academy grounds, Dinner at the Sweetheart 
Brewery (nee Teahouse!) (This is a Saturday !) 
 
September 11, 1pm: Grandparent’s Day, 
Instant Relatives Discovery. Our Archives hold 
many wonderful photographs of local people, 
that have not yet been identified. Come this 
day and throughout September to discover 
familiar faces. Help us label our favorite images 
with the names to which they belong.  
 
October 9, 11am: 2nd Indigenous People’s 
Celebration., Amerindian Artisan booths & 
performer details to follow. 
 
December 11: Members’ Seasonal Party, TBA.  
 
All events are free to the public, but donations 
and volunteers are always welcome!  

 This issue of our Messenger is shorter than 
usual as we were eager to get it into the mail to 
allow members and friends to plan for the 
Annual Meeting and luncheon. With the post 
office in mind, I will keep my report brief here.  
We chose to try our annual meeting as a 
luncheon this year, allowing people who 
prefer not to drive at night, as well as members 
who may be further distant to attend.  
Our presentation after the meal and meeting 
will be a program originally by Deane Jones. 
He researched and presented it almost 50 years 
ago. His papers were donated to the SHS this 
year and this gem, looking at the then 150 year 
history of Lamson & Goodnow, was among 
them. We honor Deane’s dedication to the 
historical society with a ‘living history’ 
educator giving the original lecture followed 
by the ‘newer history’ that would not have 
then been known. This coincides with our new 
exhibit of an original President Grant hand-
painted election banner that spanned Bridge 
Street and facsimiles of his letter to L&G with 
related objects.  
 The work in the basement is continuing – with 
encapsulated artifacts, newly installed 
dehumidifiers, and a fresh, bright 
environment for the new exhibits. These 
include the large Agricultural and ‘Town  
Government’ rooms with historic displays 
from the post office, town offices, weights & 
measures, local farm implements and a voting 
‘booth’. There will also be Home Economics & 
school group orientation space with 
interactive stations. The final room planned is 
where a “temporary” wall had been removed, 
exposing the beautiful brick and stone 
architecture. That revelation has led us to 
consider also removing the latter painted 
wood enclosures that have masked two other 
original brick arches.  
As always, we call out to you to bring your 
families so that we can continue to “keep the 
heritage candles burning”! 
 Sincerely,  
 Reba-Jean Shaw-Pichette, Curator 

Notes from the Curator 
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Find us on Facebook & follow us on Instagram! 

#shelburnehistorical @shelburnehistorical 

P. O. Box # 86 
Shelburne Falls, Massachusetts, 01370 

shelburnehistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

For information or appointments: 

(413) 625-6150 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We look forward to speaking with you soon! 

The SHS 1963 Motto: 
“Keep the Heritage Candles 

Burning!” 

Shelburne Historical Society 
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Above: The newly cleaned political banner for Ulysses S. Grant 
rests in a glass case in the Textile and Industrial Room.  

Below: The freshly painted basement Agricultural Room has the 
ceiling completed. Wood floor repair and masonry paint is 
underway. We can’t wait to open this entire new floor.  
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